
February 16, 2023 

 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m. Pat Pfund of the 

Norman County Index was in attendance. 

Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda. Deputy A/T Riegert noted 

she had distributed an updated agenda with the additions printed in red, consisting of an added bill to pay for FY 

2022.  10:20 am of the Recorder’s Office with Stacy Erickson requesting a Resolution for Change of Individuals 

Allowed Banking Access. 10:30 am David Stene, CFO, with a request to carryover of vacation time.  At 10:40 am 

Ben Fall, Sheriff with a request to appointment a Chief Deputy.  Commissioner Jesse Lee made a motion to approve 

the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Next item of business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically with the addition of SeaChange of 

$194.05.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to pay the bills as submitted: 

Revenue - $17,866.23  E-911 - $14.78   Road & Bridge - $35,008.44 

Building - $2,407.22  Public Health - $4,022.97   Human Services - $293.34 

Solid Waste - $26,129.45  County Ditch - $18,974.00 

TOTAL - $104,716.43 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

At 9:07 am Jane Neubauer and Alex Orvik, Partnership 4 Health, presented the board with information on the NW 

MN Dental Access Collaborative Project, a project to address the lack of affordable dental care to low income 

residents within a nine-county area.  NW MN Dental Collaborative would like to request funds of $30,909 which 

would be a 2.5% contribution based on ARPA funds, to put toward a new building project.  Frazee, MN will house 

the new facility, which will help provide services to more residents and spread them over the area.  Commissioners 

thanked Ms. Neubauer and Mr. Orvik for the information on this project and will take this into consideration, no 

decision at this time. 

At 9:25 a.m. Rob Baden, Area Wildlife Supervisor, with DNR happenings and updates. 1. CWD (Chronic Wasting 

Disease).  In 2021, one deer tested positive for CWD in the Climax area.  They will do three years of CWD testing, 

so far, no additional positive cases have come forward. 2. Deer Deprivation and Turkeys.  Several calls from citizens 

requesting DNR assistance, especially after heavy snows or extremely cold weather.  DNR assists citizens in 

deterring the animals from their hay, etc. 3. Acquisitions – A new program titled “Early County Coordination Plan.” 

This plan will help the DNR and counties to work together for land acquisitions.  Commissioners thanked Mr. Baden 

for the updates and information. 

At 9:54 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with information regarding a Polk County presentation on 

March 16, 2023 with John Steiner.  This presentation will be about robotics. The Six (6) County Robotic grant and 

the Nine (9) County Hub and Spoke grant have been uploaded to the state as of February 14, 2023.  Decisions 

should be announced within 2-3 months. 

The next item Mr. Johanson shared was information regarding the Grain Bin Rescue training he attended on 

Saturday, February 11, 2023.  Fifty some area first responders and fire fighters were in attendance and were taught 

rescue and recovery skills in grain bin emergencies. 



The last item Mr. Johanson shared is he will be attending the Governor’s Conference next week in Brooklyn Center 

and at the Capital. 

At 10:10 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break. 

At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting back to order and Bob Ramstad, Highway Department 

Supervisor addressed the board.  Questions from the Board on the Road and Bridge deficit.  Bob was unable to 

answer those questions and a meeting will be set up with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer.  Mr. Ramstad states the 

blizzard on February 14, 2023 was one of the worst blizzards he has ever seen. The Highway Department continues 

clean up around the County. 

Next, Mr. Ramstad updated the Board on the new Highway Department building. On February 22, the crane should 

be on-site and on February 23, the pre-cast walls will be delivered. 

At 10:25 a.m. Stacy Erickson, Recorder, brought forward a proposed resolution for change of individuals allowed 

banking access for the Norman County License Center, Norman County DNR and the Norman County Recorder 

checking accounts, due to the resignation of Andy Badolato.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 02-16-

23-1 A Resolution for Change of Individuals Allowed Banking Access for Norman County License Center, Norman 

County DNR and the Norman County Recorder Checking Accounts.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office. 

At 10:30 a.m. David Stene, CFO, reintroduced Carrie Berglind to the Board as the new Human Resources Manager.  

This is Carrie’s first day in the building and getting acquainted.  Next, Mr. Stene discussed obtaining Galen’s laptops 

to either delete County information from or to purchase.  Dave will reach out to Galen’s family with this request.  

Lastly, on Mr. Stene’s agenda is to carryover vacation time for himself. A motion was made by Commissioner Lee 

to allow David Stene, CFO to carryover 16.75 hours of vacation time.  A second made by Commissioner Jacobson 

and all voted in favor. 

At 10:38 am, Ben Fall, Sheriff, addressed the Board with the request to appoint a Chief Deputy.  A motion was 

made by Commissioner Lee to allow Sheriff Fall to appoint a Chief Deputy.  A second made by Commissioner Hall 

and all voted in favor. 

Next item discussed was that the Sheriff’s Office has hired a new full-time dispatcher that will start on Tuesday, 

February 21.  They are also in the process of interviewing a part-time dispatcher and a deputy.  Sheriff Fall also 

updated the progress on the new dispatch center. Finally, Sheriff Fall stated the Sheriff’s Office received notice 

that within the next six (6) months, the Records Management Center software they utilize will be phased out and 

are currently researching new vendors to fit their needs. 

At 10:56 am, Liz Brainard, County Attorney, addressed the board with her agenda.  First being, Ms. Brainard has 

been working with the Sheriff’s Office to produce a Body Warrant Camera Policy as well as the Record Retention 

Policy. Next, on the agenda, was the Prosecutor Initiated Sentence Adjustment.  This bill is currently in the early 

stages in front of the legislature. Ms. Brainard has offered to have Norman County participate in this program, if it 

passes. 

Attorney Brainard brought forward MN Statute 609.35 Cost of Medical Examinations.  Currently, these medical 

examinations are being paid by Social Services; however, the average individuals served per year has already been 

met for this year.  Attorney Brainard has recommended to reimburse Social Services for 2022 medical examination 

bills and to pay future bills as the statute states it is the responsibility of the County to supply the funds.  Attorney 

Brainard and Nancy Rhen, Social Services Director, will work together to provide a dollar amount at the next board 

meeting for reimbursement. 



Seeing there was no more business before the Board at this time, Chairman Bommersbach called for a recess for 

lunch to reconvene at the Hellerud property at 1:00 pm for a tour. 

At 1:00 pm, Chiarman Bommersbach reconvened the meeting at the Hellerud property for a tour. Members were 

allowed to peruse the property at their leisure and ask Mr. Hellerud any questions.  Commissioners thanked Mr. 

Hellerud and his staff for their time and allowing us to tour the property. 

At 1:30 p.m. the meeting reconvened in the Norman County Boardroom with discussion on the property.  It was 

decided to hire a building inspector to further evaluate and inspect the property.  Further discussion will be held at 

the March 7, 2023 meeting with the inspector’s report. 

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Bommersbach at 1:55 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________________                      ___________________________________________ 

Steven Bommersbach, Chairman                  Amanda Riegert, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer 


